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TO THE 


RE ADE R: 


READER, 


$ I hope you will be more ingenuous towards me than 
A the Obſervator hath been, and paſs a favourable 
onſtruftion upen a very plain Sermon, which 
was far (3 being intended for the Preſs ; ſo T will dedl 
as fairly in giving you an account of Jome Paſſages 
which occaſion d bis virulent Reflettions upon me. I had 
formerly preached wpon the Verſe immediately foregoing 
the SubjeFt of this Sermon, If a Man be overtaken 
in a Fault, exc. Which I made choice of on purpoſe to per» 
ſuade my Auditors ſo to behave themſelves towards Dif- 
fenters, that they might be enconraged to a ſincere and - 
exatt Compliance with our Church : Upon which account 
there were ſuch Reproaches caſt upon me, that I was for- 
ced to Publiſh it m my own Vindication, my fins 
ed what Tintended from that Verſe, 1 reſolved ta proceed 
to this, which I ſaw wanld give me opportunity for ſeaſon- 
able. Diſcourſes relating t0 athey Matters.” 1 live'm a 
Pariſh where the Burden of Poverty # very beavy, and 
yet ſome have been offended at me for concerning my ſelf 


for the Poor as I have done; pretending that it encreaſed 
A 2 the 


To the Reader. 


the number of them: I thought therefore 1 ſhould do well 

to give a Reproof to, theſe Perſons. There bath been 
likewiſe very vexatious Conteſts at Law, and great Com- 
plaintsthat the Innocent were ſlandered by ſecret Back- 
bitets. * Thefe 1 conſidered did likewiſe deſerve a ſharp 
Reprehenſion. But that which the Oblervator charges 
me with, of ſuggeſting that Diſſenters lay under the Bur- 
den of. Oppreſſron-and Perſecution, and that the Govern- 
ment ought to eaſe them, 'or "any thing to that, Purpoſe, 
never entred into my Thoughts, - nor can I believe that he 
really thought T intended any ſuch thing: Tf he did, 1 
challenge him to name another Per fon in” the Congregation 
that was of bis Mind. But want of Stuff for bis Papers, 
and not 1ll-will againſt any. that are of a contrary. Tem- 
per to himſelf, provoked him to accoft me after this rude 
manner. If Ihad been'of ſuch Principles, as' he would 
per fuade the World Tam, certainly I ſhould not haye been 
ſo unworthy as to have vented them in the Pulpit of that 
great and goed Man, the D. of N. to whom be ſhewed 
but little reſpeft, .m.that he knew-that ſo far as he could 
be believed to.ſpeak: Truth, the D. muſt be very ill thought 
of in defiring ſuch" a fattious Preacher to ſupply bis Ab- 
fence. I have tranſcribed part of his Oblervator, that 
you may ſee bow unlike a Chriſtian, or a. Gentleman, be 
is. pleaſed to treat me, | 


lt 


To the Reader, | 

At the end of his firſt Column be is reviling a Ma- 
giſtrate, and a'( onſtable, by charging them with being 
Favourers of Conventicles,. and from thence takes occaſyon 
to ridicule my Sermon as followeth : 


* What is This, but Muking Friends of the Un- 

« righteous Mlammon, and Providing before-hand againſt a 

« Rainy Day? He that Shuffles, and Cuts thus, betwixt 

« God, and his Own Soul; and Crys, Let the King, and 

« the Ghurch take their Fortune, Ile Shift Py my ſelf; That 

« Mar, | ſay, has already Abandon'd his Poſt, and Enter'd 

« into a Treaty with the Fajion. He does as good as ſay, 

« [ook ye Gentlemen > We are:Chriſtians ; and it is Dur 

« Duty to Help oxe Another 3 and to bear one Anothers 

« Burdens. {f the King gets the Better on't, Let De alone 

« to do Pour Bus'neſs - And in caſe of a Turn Tother way, 

« Yon ſhall do as much for Me. What's All This, I fay, 

& but a Tacit Compoſition with a Publique Enemy ; where a 

* man delivers-up his Ponour, and his Conſcience for the 

« © aving of his Skin, and Jnt'reſt? And the Devil Hine- 

« ſelf, with his Cloven- Foot, Atteſts the Contrat#, Wh 

« This Man-would have been Sf in the Coach it ſelf ; 

« Nay, in the very Arms of the King and the Duke at the 

« Rye- Houſe, unleſs a Chance-Shot ſhould. have happen'd 

« to take-him-off: And he would have pleaded the very 

« Merit of his Services tothe Party. You are Wonderful 

«. Tender to0,onthe behalf of your Diſpenſing Miniſters 3- 
« Their Good Name is/ounded.it ſeems, for bearing with 

« the Infirmities of their Weak Brethren. What's their 
« . Diſcretion, I prethee, to the Authority of a Law? Do- 
« they make more S. of Gratifying their Weak Bre- 

«. thren in their: Peewſb Miſtakes, than they: do c—_— 
6c f 


To the Reader. 


"* their Own Oaths ? 1 have beard of One of Tour Godly 
&% Miniſters that was willing to do a Good Office for a Man 
% of Power, and N—_ with the Diſſenters, by put- #$ 
< ting out an Ir Verbo Sacerdotis to Intereſt, for the Uſe. 

« and Behoof of the Goad Old Canſe : He was Fudicially | 
& Interrogated about ſomebodies coming to Church; and 

&« their Conformity to the Rites, Ceremonies, and Methods 

« of the Publick Worſhip, as by Law Appointed : Partic- 
&« larly, about coming to Church, [Peg] and then about 

& Receiving the Sacrament, | Pts too. Ay but Þow? (fays 

* the 2»eſtion) [ Uerp Decently truly] (Crys the 4n- 

« ſer.) Well! But what do you Call, Decently? (Gays 

* the Qeſtionagain) ls it Sitting, or Standing, or How 2 

* Come; was it Kneeling, or et * [20 Trulp, it was 

* Sitting, but very Decently.] 


And in another place he proceeds thus, | 


wenn —* Tix. Prethee ſay Nobs. If This Furiews Zeal 
« of Thine 3 This [nexorable Cruelty, and Rigour, be of 
« Þeaven, or Dell? Is This according to the Apoſtles Ad- 
* vice, [ The Beating of one anothers Burdens 3 And ire 
* fo deing, the Fulfiling of the Low of Chriſt) Do you 
-« nat know that [Loving Une Awother, is the Great Leſſor 
* of Chriſtianity It was the very Precept Inculcated to 
« the Dsſciples, upon the Treaſon, and Jpoſtacy of Fuda: - 
4+ Howare Poor People Grievd under Þ eg, and who 
« Heedsit? Nay we have a Generation of Men that take © 
« ce at Thoſe that help em: Ay, and they are cen 
* G/ad of ſeeing Miſchief; And fo far from Relieevog their 
*, Brehren, that they make Theavſelves,their Burdens. 
« Seek Occaſion ogainſi ther; And when they have Slander d 
* ahe bnnocoys withaut Cauſe, They Hi — 
* Lheir 


To the Readet. 


* Their Tongues are Set on « einen 
* inſtead of Bearing their Fellows They wn 
- Bat who are 
& are the Devit ; Lo nf ane fo do the 
* Work of their yo , which & 'the Devil. Oh the Baſe- 
* zeſs of > Deviliſh Neatmes, that will not be 
« tentwith Confar _ Iris the Due Execution of the 
* that is the Way to Convince Diffenter: : And when they 
< come once to Anſwer the UWell The Law of 
&« Chriſt is above All Laws; And Chrift ir 4 Great "Prince : 
&® But there is Another Prince, which is the Prince of 
* This World, That's the Prince thep Serve. 
*Obſ. Hold thy Hand ; as thon Tov'ft me Trimmer ; 
« and tell me betwixt Friends now, Which thou Mear'i?, 
* by That Other Prince; whether the Prince of the Air, or 
ml Koro One Britain 2 Why thou haft Triww/d- 
* it away here, as if thou wert puttingin for * Linkg 
* of fix or ſevenſcore pound a year. Here's firſt the 
&« _ Topique of en ern gy 
ke Iplys. 8 
« Difſenters lye w»der Thoſe | Burdens 5 And thte Goveras 
* ment is to Eaſe them. Love One Another; is «Clare 
» Hof Me der bel obgrs Iniquities; or was it the 
rrbane ayes > 


ah Are wetg love 
tes, in the "ua 
carts ? Nay, the Hope : after 


« wents Denouncd. ry Ad 

« Saviour f ie we Sinner he Bonnet K by Fs 

« and Tri 2 in the Sins of Schiſas, Contumacy and Se- 

% dition £ ay Wretches, that to ſerve a —_— 

* Tar, Caſt chempbve at the "Feet, and Lickup # 
very Spittle, of a Tony, or. an Oliver EP 


= 


ns et 


6c 


To he Reader. 
< it a Slander, to tell the Naked Fa# of a Praficdl 
& Ufarpation? Or the Hiding of a Mans Self, to do it 
< in the Oper: Sight both of God, and Man 2 What would 
+ ſome body give now, that I could Name, for a Stand 
<« in ſome Par:ſp-Pulpit to get a Shoot at the Obſervator ! 
& Tn fine 3 Every Sor: of the Church is made a Child of the 
*& Devil; and upon the Whole Matter, here's [_ be 
* Gonformiſts Plea for the Non-Conformiſts.] The Law of 
& Chrift, you ſay, is above All Laws. - What's That to (ay, 
* in this place 3 but that the Law of the Land, and the 
& Law of Chriſt are at Odds? But the Men of Forty 
* One, are the "Beſt Expoſitors of the Duty of Bearing one 
* Anothers Burdens, according to the very Letter. They 
. * bore the Rings, and the Churches *Burdens, ( Poor 
* Wretches) Baggs, Parchments, Eſtates, and Lt- 
« vings 3 and #he Devil of any Dthet way they Pradic'd 
< of Bearing one Anothers Burdens, 


Thus you ſee what the Viſit was, which in bis for- 
gong Paper be gave notice that he would return to 
ripplegate. 


. You may vm cnn wiki rn nar 
cavels at in my Sermon, by ſome of the Words 
Being primed in Black Leners,* ff 
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_ 
REPLY 
©. OBSERVATOR 


SIR, 
| Was inforttied by your Paper on Wedneſday laſt, that 


you were in haſte to return a Viſit as far as Cripple- 

gate'; and perceiving the day following what the Vi- 

fit was, and how early you performed it that Morn- 

ing, I could not but think you to be one of that number 

f whom the' wiſe: Man obſerves, that, They fleep not ex- 
cept they have done” Miſchief. 

The' Viſit was a moſt unaccountable Deſcant upon my 
Text.and Sermon at St. Gier in the Fields the laſt Sun- 
day : which I here faithfully publiſh, that che World may 
judg whether there were rhe leaſt cauſe for ſuch Oppro- 
brious RefleQions ; and pity the caſe of an antient Gen- 
tleman, who makes it his Calling and Employment to re- 
proach and villify whom he pleaſes. 

. The Sermon ſhall ſpeak for it ſelf; and I doubt not 
but all' ſober Men. will ſay, that it is not more plain than 


hone 
is B You 


2 A Reply to{ the Qbſervator, 

You ſuggeſt, Sir, That I am a Mercenary Wretch, who, 
fo ſerve the preſent Turn, do caſt my ſelf at the feet, and lick 
up the Spittle of a Tony or an Oliver. But there is no 
Man living whom you might not with as much appea- 
rance of Truth, have thus Teproached ! 'Tis very.likeJy 
that I ſFould pay ſuch a mighty Reverence to the rotfen, 
Bones- of the great Uſurper gnder Tylurr; who deteſted 
and deſpiſed him when in tHe height off his Glory. Such 
was my Behaviour ther, that -his Tryers would not permit 
me a Stand in a Pariſh-Pulpit of my own, to get a Shoot at 
any body: And when Thad hid my ſelf in a private 
place in the Efſex-Handreds, I was routed thence by 
one of Ofiver's Agents, becauſe ry Name was then Ma- 
lignant, as it is now Trimmer, 4nd forc'd to make my eſcape 
after twenty weeks preaching there, carrying no other 
Keward for my pains away with me, but a ©»artar Ague. 
In ch Circumſtances was I at that time, when S O M1 E- 
BO'DY kept his Coach and fix Horſes. So far was I 
from being a SPY or OBSERVATOR in thoſe 
days. And if you will play the Man, and charge me- 
point blank with being, or having ever been an Adwiirer 
of your Tohp, or having a kindneſs for any Rebellions, 
Facious, or Afſociating Principles ; I will produce more 
Loyal Perſons, and better Proteſtants for my Compurga- 
tors than.One that. J know-of was able to produce when 
he was accus'd for being.a Papiſt. I thank Godl have been. 
ſo far from aGing any thing againſt the Government or 
Intereſt of our Church, that I have been beyond Ex- 
peQation, ſucceſsful in ſerving both., The worſt Enemy 
F have muſt acknowledg that by contending for Confor- 
mity, both from the Pulpit and Preſs, I have brought 
reat numbers to the Sacrament, and an exa&> Confor- 
mity to the Orders of the Church. And I _— my 


A' Reply. td the Obſeryator. 3 
Lord Biſhop will be' ready to atteſt, that. I have waited 
upon him about baptizing . of converted &nakers and 
Anabaptiſts, and their Children, as often as any one of the 
Clergy hath, doue, | But-if 1' had been of ſuch a Spuit, 
as | perceive would pleaſe Tox, 1. had. never brought aty 
Didzneer into the Church, nor convinced any one Perſon 
of his Errours, | ; 
|. I know, Sir, it. is. objected;; againſt me (and it lately 
came to the Ear of his Majeſty himſelf, by the means of 
ſome ſpiteful People ) that I have been an Aſſociate with 
oye : But the only Truth in that Suggeſtion is, 
I love all Men, and according to my Power, do 
good to all. I do not, think that Religion teaches Men 
to be ill naturd, nor can any prove me a greater Fricnd 
to Phagazicks, than my great Maſter was to Pwblicans and 
Sinners. - | X 

The greateſt Kindneſs I ever did for any Diſſenters from 
our, Church, was for a Family of Papiſtsz Perſons of 
Quality; - whoſe ' whole Eſtate was unjuſtly kept from 
them by Proteſtant Diſlenter 3 and yet I think I cauld 
as ſoon be.a_ Jew as a Popiſh Chriſtian, 

I have likewiſe ſuffered in my Reputation by being 
kind in the Diſtribution of other Mens Charity, ( where 
I was not limited by the Donor ) to all that were in ex- 
ceſfive want,without reſpe& to their Opinions : but as the 
Church hath loſt nothing by it, ſo cannot but ſee 
in all Men to provoke me to Kindneſs and Pity to 
Perſons, even of thoſe whoſe Principles and Praftices I 
heartily abhor. I may very well be content to ſuffer in 
my good Name, in ſo notoriousa manner, fince this 'hath 
been of late the lot of divers who are a thouſand times 
more deſerving than my ſelf. Some of the moſt eminent 
Divines of the Church or aged bave been moſt falſe pl 

2 accus! 


Ang. 30. 


% 


A WY Reply to the Obſeryator. 
accusd : And there is a certain Magiſtrate on whom ſome 
thiok you bave been throwing your Dirt, in the ſame 
Paper in which you Vift me, who is a moſt devout Con- 
iſt to the Church (and was fo, long before he was it 
Commiſſion), and atvery-vigorous Profecutor of Conven- 
ticles 3 however he may have been repreſented by ſome, 
whoſe Loyalty and Conformity to the Laws of God, the 
King, and the Church, 1lye far more in their Talk than 
Practice. | | ' IM, 


'Yo 7 i 


And now, Sir, (not to pay you in your own Coin, 
mean in returning reviling for reviling) give me leaye {c- 
dately to-ask you a few Queſtions. | of15,435 210% 


1, if Mens calmly treating Proteftant Diſſenters,ſpedks 
them Trizemers, what doth your wonderful mildnefs and 
gentleneſs towards Popiſh Diſlenters fpeak your ſelf to be? 
Or, rather what does the mighty Kindveſs you'are ever 
expreffing towards them, ſpeak you to be, whilft jn* the 
mean time you: profeſs your (elf a Sofi of the -Church of 
England? Why ſhould not your ſo vigorous pleading the 
Cauſe of the Papiſts, make Tox-as juitly liableto the charge 
of Trimming £ And, to ſpeak to but one inftance of your 
kindneſs te them: If had been at a quarter of that pains 


See Obſcry. for the leſiening of rt arp Plot, (that you have 


taken to ſham and redicuke the Popiþ One, 1 would not 

im that you abus'd me in calling me Trimmer, or by 
a worſe Name, if there be any worſe. May I not fpeak 
to you in Four own DialeQ, and+in moſt of your 'own 
Words to me, - as followeth > © Why this is right Trior 
* ming, ©c. - You doas good asſay, Look ye Gentlemen; 
% We are Chriſtians, awd it is Dur Duty to Help ore Ano- 


« ther, and ta bear one Anothers Burdens. 1f rhe King 


* gets 


A Rebly 19the Obſeivator, 
« gets the Better on't, Let Be. alone to do"Potit Bui neſt + 
« Andincraſe of a Turn to the Church of Ronre, Tow fball do 
« as mich for Me. What's AH This, f fay, rent Tatit 
 Compoſnion with ' a Publique Enemy” 

« delivers-vup his Honour; + 4/Corficiehcs for t the Song 
& of his Skin, and Jut'reft? And the Devil qr 


« his Cloven- Foot, Aneſts the Contrad, . el 5 Rs Son 


6: would hive been Safe in the frm 
« —_  ha# the Papifts killd him, wh eG 
5 Dearth, he thruſt hiaſeff thing Fisbiph 


&« « RT [f, 03 


2 Tdettand of y you, Whether yon did mare foolſth o 
; m a*kibg, Whether by the Prince ſh this ry "1 
a King of Great Brit | br the Prinpt of 
ray, \who Wal Fre the * Jug! Coo e 
Privs of this World?" | GST LORE T3 


4 ak PRE fold Np a 
of - pannhac or, on the contrity; air We 


Gule, in abies Pra .as you often 09s _ Men wh ove 


les, a ks 
noche Confformiſts lng 
ments to' Conf 


no force ?, qt-that th Sa | Sn one 
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vines of our Chinn and ce PatieD obs few 
not to-himſelf the Office of a Biſhop? wherhtr in ſo 
doing you do not plainly charge their Diet with not 
keepmg a vigilant Eye upon the behaviour of th&t Cier- 
BY > And wkethes it would nor have*becothe” you'thuch 
better: 


6 A. Reply. 40 the Obſervator. 
better to inform their Lordſbips of thoſe Offences you 
.can_make good proof. of, than thus to blacken them ro 
the World, and that, for the moſt part, upon no other 
Evidence than the Tales of Goſlipping Buſy-bocies,: or 
Malitious People 3-not» to add that of your own In- 
vention £ a 


; | 5: Idemand, Whether you did not caſt an yomannerly 
— Re 10N upan his Majeſty bun(clt,for making your Tony 
his Lord Chancellor, when ,you reproached ſome Dadors 

of our Church for then dedicating Books to him ?. ,,- - 


6. I 28k, Who that Trimmer was who being judicially 
interrogated about ſomebodies :receiving the Sacrament, | 
and anſwered Tes, and being, asked How ? ; repligd yery 
Decently. And being a:ked again,was it Sitting or anding, | 
or How ? replied again, It was Sitting, but wery: Decently. | 
If this ſtrikes at ave, as ſome think it does, it is cither a Fi- 
Rion-of your own Brain, or a bake Calumpy brought to 


you by. ane of your Fators, \ 
= TR 4%) 
7; Wace bo good Man will think that Rxvels, or Di | 
ſturbers of the Governmeng,caa be latſhd by your Pen too 

: ſeverely z were. it" not. more, advifable that for the. fix- 


ture you ſhould” ſuffer thoſe to hye in quiet who are no 
leſs Loyal, 'but far more peaceable than your ſelf 


- I will conclude with ſerious advice. to you, although 
'fis too probable that you will burleſque jt as you did my 
Sermon z That ſince you have been {o exceedingly ob- 
noxious, by reaſon of certain foul Miſdemeanours which | 
you have been publiquely accnſed of, and from ſome of 
which you have not yet vindicated your Reputation ; 
you 


A Reply to the Oblſervator. 


7 


you would no longer blemiſh the Church by pretending 
to be her Advocate, by which the Mouths of Phana- 
tiques are opened againſt her : And that fince you have 


lived fo long in Contention and gratifying a very exaſj 


rated Spirit, you would now think it high time to 
take your ſelt to the great concern of another State, that 
you may die in Peace,and in the favour of Almighty God 3 
which is heartily prayed for by him, who defires the Eter- 
nal Happineſs of his worſt Enemies ; and who is, 


Cripplegate 
Lug. 30, 


1684. 


Your Well-wiſhiog Friend 
and Servant, 


I. S$. 
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Gal. 6. Ver. 1. 


Bear ye one anotbers Burdens, and ſo ful- 
fil the Law of Chriſt. 


HE great Deſign of the Apoſtle in 
- this Epiſtle, is to re&tify the Errors 
and Miſtakes which were amongſt 
the- Galatians, and to allay thoſe Un- 
chriſtian heats, which are the certain conſequent 
of them. 

There was ſuch a conteſt amongſt them about 
Chriſtian Liberty, that ſome were ready to take 
a Liberty, which, to be ſure, is moſt Unchriſti- 
an: A Liberty to bite and devour one another, Chap. 


45-34; 
That Chriſtian Liberty which they contended 


abour, was a Liberty from oblerving any lon- 
ger the poſitive Inſtitutions of Moſes, i. e. Thoſe 
Inſticutions which were no part of the Moral 
Law, but only performed in obedience to Di- 
vine Authority. The Galatians had been told 
by falſe Teachers, that they muſt obſerve the 
B one 


(2) 
ene as well as the other. The Apoſtle deter- 
mines the Controverſie, by telling them plainly, 
Thar if they did any longer obſerve thole legal Ins 
ſtiturions, they ſhould loſe the Benefit of the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation. T Paul ſay unto you, If ye 
be Circumciſed, ( brift ſhall frofit you no:hing. But 
though the Apoſtle had done this, yer it was 
no ealy matter for him to perfwade chem to 
maintain Chriſtian Love and Unity amongſt chem ; 
and therefore in this Chapter, he preſcribes fome 
Rules which Chriſtians ought to obſerve in or- 
der toit. The fiſt is in cale of Offences, o. 1. 
If a man bz overtaken in a Fault, ye that are Spiritual, 
reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs, The le» 
cond is more general in the words of my Text, 
becauſe it relates to-all the grievances, and un- 
happineſles that attend men in this Life. ' - Bear 
ye one anathers Burdens, and ſo fullfil the Law 
of Chriſt, The Galatians were greatly concern'd 
abour fulfilling the Law of Moſes, in obſerving 
the aboliſhed Rites : The Apoſtle requires them 
to- obſerve: the Law of Love, To bear one an9s 
thers Burdens, and ſo fullfil the Law of Chriſt, which 
ſhould never be*aboliſhed. 

In the words, there are theſe two things : 
t. A very great Duty, Bear ye one anothers Burdens. 
2. A very great and cogent Argument to-the 
Pers 
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Performance of it, And fo fulfil the Lav of Crit. 

Yon may take theſe three Obſervations from 
them : two are ſuppoſed, and the other expreſt, 

1. Every man hath his Burden. The Apoſtle 
in the former verſe ſaith, If 4 mai be overtaken in 
a'Fault, &c. but he doth not fay, if a man hath 
a Burden, let him have help to bear it. "Tis poſlible 
that a man may live ſo as to be inoffenſive to others, 
or at leaſt fo as not to be Obnoxious to Cenſure, 
which I conceive is the meaning of the Apoſtle : 
Bur it is not poſlible for men to live in this World, 
and to be freed from Burdens. Every Man hath 
his Burden. | 

2. Every mans Burden eicher is or may be too 
heavy for him. This is ſuppoſed in that the Law of 
Chrift requires that he ſhould have helpro bear it. 

3. It is the great Duty of every Chriſtian 
to bear his Brothers Burden. I intend that 
my Diſcourſe ſhall be from the laſt of theſe, and 
E ſhall endeavour to do theſe four things. 1. To 
thew what mens Burdens are. 2. What is im 
plied in the Duty 'of bearing one anothers Bur- 
dens. ' 3. To conſider the force of the Argument. 
And ſo fulfil the Law of (hriſt. 4. To make ſome 
Inferences by way of Applicagon. 1 ſhall ſpeak 
briefly of theſe : eſpecially of the two firſt, which 
L have elſewhere enlarged wpon. 

B 2 [ 
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I begin with the firſt, namely, What are mens 
Burdens, You will (ay, that I have undertaken 
a very hard task.. I may as well undertake to 
tell all the. Thorns in a Wilderneſs, or all the 
Waves upon a Tempeſtuous Ocean, . as to count 
the Evils of this Life, which are-Mens.Bure 
dens. 

There is-no State or Condition of man, but 
hath Burdens which belong to it, and are inſe- 
parable from it, From the King upon the Throne, 
ro. the Beggar upon the Dunghil, Every one 
hath his Burden. The Eyvils of this Life are 
like Pharaohs Froggs, that will be croaking in 
Kings Chambers. When Moſes was the Supream 
Magiſtrate over the People of 1/rael, his Father- 
in-Law told him, That his Burden was too great 
for him, Exod, 18. v.18. Thou wilt ſurely wear a- 
way——this thing is too heavy for thee; Thou art 
xo: able to perform it thy ſelf alone. And we 
find him groaning undet this Burden of Govern- 
ment, Numb. 11. 14. I am not able to bear this 
People, it is too beavy for me. If it were pro- 
per for me to enlarge upon this head from this. 
Subje&t,l would ſhew what a great Argument this 
ſhould be to Subjects to obey their KING, 
that they might not add to His. Burden: And 
how neceſfary it is that we ſhould pray for Kings, 
at 
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that God would enable them to bear their great 
Burdens; and likewiſe ſhew the Folly, as well 
as baſe Diſloyalty of thoſe, who defire the Life 
of their Prince, and yet load him with their diſs 
obedience to his Laws. 

| might allo ſhew in the next place, that 
Miniſters have their Burdens, and that they are 
very great likewiſe ; and every one almoſt adds 
ro the weight of them. The Doubts and Scru- 
ples of thoſe that are Good, and the Debauches 
ries, on one hand, and the Errors and Diviſions 
on the other hand of thole that are Bad, do make 
our Burdens to be very Heavy. Bur this I muſt 
not enlarge upon, for fear of a mil-applica- 
tion. 

If Kings, who are Gods: Vicegerents, to whom 
God requires ſuch a peculiar regard, that they are 
called Gods in the Scripture. And if Miniſters, 
for whom God hath declared a peculiar regard 
in the next place (however contemn'd in the 
World) Touch not mine Anomte4, and d» my Prophets 
no barm; If theſe muſt have Burdens, others 
have no reaſon to expect that they ſhould go 
free. 

More particularly, The Burdens of mea in 
this life, may come under thefe' three Heads : 
1. Such as relate to Bad Meh :' 2. Such as relate 
to 
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to Good men: + And 3. Such as relate to buth 
Good and Bad. 

1, Such as belong to Bad men. The impeni- 
tent Sinner hath his Burden, and it is ſuch a 
Burden, as he that is once rid of, would nor, 
for all the world, be loaded with it again: T he 
uicled man travelleth in pain all his dayes, Job 15. 
20. If his Conſcience be awaked, he is always 
loaded with Guilt and Fear. His ſecret Com- 
plaints are very grievous, and are ſometimes a ve- 
ry great interruption 'to his Mirth : In laughter 
his Heart is ſorrowſul, and the end of his Mirth is 
Heavineſs. It any man ſhall ask the impenirent 
ſinner the Apoſtles Queſtion, Rom. 6. 21. What 
Fruit bad you? He can give no anſwer. Bur'if ic 
. be asked, What Burthn had you ? he muſt an- 
{wer, That it is a very heavy one: That he 
had no reſt or quiet in his Mind by reaſon of it. I 
know very well, that this doth not appear whilſt 
Sinners are in Healch ; but when they are bownd 
in Cords of Affliftion, and God ſhews them their Tranſs 
greſ{ton, they then acknowledg, that they never en- 
joy d ſo much pleaſure as counteryail'd the terrors 
of their Conſciences, which were the immediate 
conſequence of them. And it the ſinner doth nor 
feel the Burden of Guilt and Fear, his condition 
is the worle ; becauſe, the leſs he feels his Buys 
den, 
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den, the more he adds to the weight cf it, which 
he will certainly feel im another State. There is 
another Burden likewiſe which belongs to im- 
penitene ſinners, which I may call an accidental 
Burden, and that is Religion. The worthip 
and ſervice of God is a very great Bide to 
them : They are ſuch as the Prophet Amos peaks 
of, c. 8 v. 5. who think long for the Sabbath to 
be gone, that they may ſell Corn, "an! fet forth Woeat. 
They have ordered their buſineſs fo, for want of 
beginning right ar fuſt, .and by contracting evi 
Habits, that they are as well war when they 
do that whict) they ſhould, as when they do thar 
which they ſhould not. The Service of God, 
and the ſervice of the Devil, are both Burd:ns to 
them. But I will nor enlarge farther upon this 
head, becaule, I do nor think it ſo proper from 
this Subject. 

2. The Good Vian hath his Burdens too, Ma- 
ny are the Aſflitions of the Righteous, and many are 
their failings and infirmities, which are the oc- 
caſion of their grief and trouble. The Burdens 
of good men are either, 1, Real Eyils: or, 2. 
Such as I may call Irmginary. 

1. Such as are Real Prydens to them. When 
2 good man hath done that which is dithonou- 
rable to God, a {candal to Religion, or an oc- 
Calion 
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calion of Offence, by which others are encoura» 
ged in that which is evil, iris a very grievous 
burden to him. This was Davids Burden, that 
he had cauſed the Enemies of God to Blaſpheme ; and 
it was that which . cauſed the continuance of his 
grief and ſorrow, after that his Pardon was Seas 
led, and ſent to him. This made him complain, 
That his-Iniquities were a Burden too heavy for him. 

2. There are likewiſe burdeas which I ma 
call Imaginary, becauſe they proceed from falſe 
Conceptions and lmaginations of the Mind : When 
a Good Man miſtakes his Condition, and thinks 
himſelf to be in the caſe of the Impenitent Sin- 
ner ; and this is cauſed either, 1. By ſome grie- 
vous Affliction that befals him; or 2. By the pre- 
valency of a melancholly conſtitution. 

1. By ſome great Aﬀiction. When a good 
Man is affaulced by a ſharp Sickneſs of Body, 
or by fome great lols in' his Eftate or Family, 
it makes him think that God is offended at him 
in. a greater Degree than he is at them that 
truly Fear and Serve him. This was the Argue 
ment that Jobs friends uſed againſt him, and it was 
an Argument which he uſed againſt himſelf. Al- 
though God had declared, "That he was a perfett 
and an upright Man, and that there was none like 
bim in all his Conniry; yet when he came to 
endure 
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endure great Afflictions, they cauſed him to cry 
out, 1 have fmned, What ſhall T do? And why deſt 
thou not pardon my Tranſgreſſron, and take away mine 
Iniquity, &c. The great Afﬀiictions of his Body 
made him fſuſpe&t, that his Soul was in dan- 

er. 
_ 2. Thele Imaginary burdens are cauſed by a 
Melancholy Conſtitution, by which the fancy and 
imagination 1s diſturb'd; and thoſe that are really 
Religious, think they are in an Evil Condition; 
They do not make any Determinations concerns 
ing themſelves from the Rule of Gods Word, 
but from their own dark Conceptions ; and to 
be ſure, thoſe that give way to them, ſhall not 
want the help of the Tempter to make their 
burden heavy. The cale of ſuch is commonly 
miſrepreſented, they call themſelves troubled in 
Mind, when it were more proper to ſay, that they 
are diſturb'd in their Fancies, 

3- There are burdens which. belong both to 
good and bad men. 

1, The burden of Sickneſs, Poverty, loſs of 
'- Relations, and ſuch like common Afflictions. 

2. The burden of natural defects, as Blindneſs, 
Deafnels, Lameneſs, &c. 

2. Spiritual burdens, ſuch as relate to the Soul, 
and to the faculties of ic. Theſe we call infir- 
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mities; a weakneſs of Mind which came by the 
Fall of Man, and from which he can never have 
a perfe&t recovery whileſt he is in this State. 

1. A weaknels of Judgment, The Under- 
ſtandings of Men are exceeding liable to miſtakes, 
Men of the moſt Sagacious Parts, and ſuch as 
have been moſt eminent in their Generation, for 
Piety and Holinels, have been in very great Er- 
rors. Some of the Antient Fathers of the Church 
were of ſuch Erroneous Opinions, as the Church 
hath in all Ages exploded. 

2. Weakneſs in reference to the Aﬀections and 
Paſſions of the mind, -which are apt to be pre- 
dominant, and to be as unruly Servants which do- 
mineer over Reaſon, which ſhould be their Maſter 
by which they ſhould be governed, -.and-over 
Religion too, which ſhould be their Prince- a:.d 
Soveraign, whoſe Authority muſt not be diſpu- 
ted. Sometimes the P:ſlion of Love prevailes, 
as in David for his Rebellious Abſolom ; ſometimes 
the Paſſion of Fear, as there was in the Diſciples, 
when they thought the Saviour of the World could 
not keep chem = drowning. Somtimes agries 
vous miſtruſt of Gods Mercy, as there was in the 
P/almiſt, Pſal. 77. when he cried, Hath God forgot« 
ten to be gracious * Hath he m Anger ſhut up his tender 
Mercies? concerning which he-recollects. himſelf, 
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and ſaith, tr. 10. This is my Infirmity. Sometimes 
the: Paſſion of Anger gets the upper hand, as it 
did in Jonah for the Loſs of his Gourd. Somes 
times a furious Zeal occaſions Diſcord, as it 
did between the two Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, 
Afts 15. 39.. when they were in ſuch a heat, that 
they could not endure each others company, but 
departed aſunder one from the other, Theſe are che 
burdens of men whilſt they are in this Life. 

2, The ſecond thing I propounded, is to conſ1- 
der what is implied in this duty of bearing one 
anothers Burdens, or what is neceſſary to the 
performance of it. 

1. There muſt be a ſympachizing Heart. What? 
ever Burdens we ſee others loaded with, we muſt 
preſently puc our ſelves into the ſame condition, 
and conſider what we would exped&t in the. hke 
caſe, We muſt conſider their condition, as if it 
were our own.. We ſhould have fuch a Spirir 
as brave Uriah had,” who wanted no courage to 
encounter with his Enemies, nor pitty to {ympa- 
thize with his Friends. He knew not how to take 
his neceſlary Repoſe, he was: ſo unealy to think 
that the Ark and Iſrael were in diſtreſs, and his Lord 
Joab and his Seryants were encamped in the open 
Fields, ' 2 Sam. 11. 11. Or like Queen Either, who 
ſaid; How can I endure to ſee the Evil that ſhall come 
C 2 upon 
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upon my people : and how can. I endure to ce the des 
ftrubt;on of my kindred : Or, like the Apoſtle, 2 Cor; 
11.29, Whois weak, and I :m not weak. 

2. There mwſt be a helping hand. This is a 
natural conſequent of the former.. He that ſym- 
pathizeth is in pain .for his Brother ; and by eaſtag 
him, he eaſeth himſelf. 

23. There muſt be a continuance of both, We 
are all Travellers that are going on with our bur- 
dens,. and muſt not leave one another in diſtreſs. 
The Apoſtle tells-us, we muſt bear one anothers 
burdens ; bur he doth not cell us when we muſt 
lay them down. | 

[ proceed now to-tlhe two laſt things which I 
chiefly deſign to diſcourſe of at this time, . There- 
fore 

3. I ſhall conſider the force of the Argument. 
And fo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, It is an Argament 
of very great force, to him that rightly conſiders 
it; and (o it had need tobe, conſidering our ill 
natures and: diſpoſitions. . We are very-apt tobe- 
weary of, and impatient under-our own burdens, 
and therefore itis no eaſy matter to-perſwade us. 
to. bear other mens. The: Apoltle therefore: yt- 
ges the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be offered to- 
Chriſtians : tt is a fulfilling. of the Law of Chri{k.. 
'Aravaugsre72 (Omplete: Compleat. the Law of 
Chriſt; 
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Chriſt. We are not to unde:ſtand ir, as if he that 
bare his Brothers Burdens. had done all that the 
Law of Chriſt requires of him, bur that he had 
done that which is very greatly required of him, 
Complendi verbum non ſiznificat perfeFte preſtare ſed re 
ip/a exequi: He chat bears his Brothers Burden, 
hath really performed the great Law of his Savi- 
our. More particularly, 

1. It is his Law, who inſiſted more upon it 
than upon any other, It is endleſs to mention 
all che Parables and plain Expreſſions which re- 
quires, that men ſhould-forbear one another, for- 

ive one another, and do good: one to another. 
A Chriſtian ſhould be fo-fall of Love, that ir 
ſhould be as a {weet Perfume to all thar come 


near to. him,. His very. Enemies muſt partake of. 


it, There is one conlideration which one would 
thiak ſhould be of mighty force to perſwade. men 
to this Chriftian. Duty: Te was the laſt! ching 
which our Saviour inſiſted. upon, when .he was 
leaving the World; Weread in Jo-1 3. that the Devil 
had no ſooner pur it into the heart of (2) JUDAS 


(4) Reader, I 


obſerves 


to betray him, bur be made ir his bulineſs to gf tra 
pur it into.the hearts of his Diſciples tolove one 2 30 1 


what the 
another. He made it-His Commandment. This is ſervaer i 
my Commandment ,that ye love one' anther By which we know not. . 


may. underſtand; that the Obferyaice ofit would 
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exceedingly Oblige him. He calls it a New Com- 
mandment, although-it was /as old- as any other, 
; both Imprinted'/4n. the: Nature of Man,- and re- 
vealed in the Wotd- of God. He-makes it the 
CharaCteriſtical Note of a Diſciple, By this ſhall 
all men know, ' that ye are my Diſciples, 1f ' ys Love one 
other, - Nor \buc! that 'all 'men- of all Religions 
acknowledge it to be their Duty to Love one a- 
nother, but the meaning of our Saviour, is : That 
there ſhould be ſuch a Degree of Love amongſt 
his Diſciples, as ſhould 'exceed ten of other Re- 
ligions ; as it was in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
when the Parans (aid, See how theſe Chriſtians 
Love: one ancther, All theſe Expreſſions of our 
Saviour, which -chey ſeem difficult ro be under- 
ſiood, areuſed by way of Motive and Argument, 
to perſwade and quicken men to Chriſtian Love 
and Unity. | 
2, -It is his Law, who hath annexed the grea- 
teſt Rewards to the Performance of it, and the 
greateſt Puniſhments to the Neglect of it; by 
which we may underſtand that it is an indiſpenſa- 
ble Dary,” and ruſt not be omitted by us, T'need 
not mention any more than that known 'place, 
Mat. 25. There's Come ye Bleſſed, to them' that 
bare one anothers burdens : And depart ye (urſed, to 
them that did not. - Our Saviour only peaks 
£99529 con- 
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concerning the duty of the ſecond Table, pros 
bably for: this realon; Becauſe there is not (nch. 
an impreſſion of it upon the minds of Men, as 
there is. of the duty. which relates to the firſt. 
Men think they may Love God, though they do 
no: loye their Neigh ” wn They think that they 
are good Chriſtians, and that they pay. to God 
'the honour thar is due: to Him, although the 
ſhew no regard to their Brother and Fellow 
Chriſtian. Men know that to love God, is the 
Great Commandment ; but they do not conſider that 
the ſecond is like, namely, that. they muſt Love their 
Neighbours as themſelves, Many who call theme 
ſelves Chriſtians do not confider the Myſtical 
Union that is berwixt Chriſt and his Church ; tha 

every good Chriſhan'is.a' Member of that Body 
whereof Chriftzs the Head; -.and thar' it is as, Ulns 
chriſtian for -one Man not to bear anothers Bur- 
den, as /it- is 'unnatural for the Heat not to help 
the Foot, or:any ſather Member of the Body that 
15 griev &d, according to that of the Apollle, Rom 
12: 5; We being many are. one Body in (hriſt, and 
every one Members one of another, - They do not.con- 
ſider tha the Church is-God-s Builging, and thar, 
2s in a-Bubulding,.;that- Stone! which is fo rugged, 
tha another Stare cannot be laid ,upon. it; 1s on- 
ly fit to be thrown into the Street ;, ſo that Man 
o141 .* who 
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"who is ſo ragged, that he will not bear his Bros 
thers burden, is not fit to be part of Gods Buil- 
ding. For this reaſon our Saviour inſiſted more 
neon this Duty than upon the other. And for 
this reaſon he oaly mentions' everlaſting puniſh- 
ment t2 thoſe that did not help and ſuccour their 
Brother, becauſe men are not ſenſible of the ne- 
ceſlity of this Duty, and the Danger of negle- 
ing it, 

3. It vas the Law of Chriſt, who was an Ex- 
ample of it to others. He came into the World 
to bear our burdens, and to ſhew us how to bear 
our Brothers : as | may ſhew in the ſeveral ins 
Aances which 1 have already named. 

1 He< bare the Burden of Impeniteat Sinners. 
He conſidered their deplorable condition. He was 
orievedfor the hardneſs of their hearts, and uſed 
all means to reclaim them. He was willing to 
bear the burden of reproach, that he might eaſe 
them of the burden of guilt and fear, The Pha- 
riſees (aid, that he was a Friend of Publicans and 
Sinners, and they ſaid true, tho he was not fo in 
their ſenſes. He was a Friend to them, in that he 
called them ro Repentance, and made a Publick 
Declaration, that all that were weary and heavy laden, 
ſhould come to him to be eaſed of their burdens, 
Mat. 11. 28. 

2, He 
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2. He bare the burdens of Good Men. Heful- 
filled the Propheſie that was ſpoken of him, Thar 
he ſhould Bind up the broken hearted, Be of good cheer, 
was an expreſſion which he exceedingly delighted 
in. When he was going out of the World, he was 
mightily concern'd for thegrief and trouble which 
Ei Diſciples ſhould then endure. He ſaid, Let not 
your hearts be troubled, I g2 to Prepare a place for you; 
&c. And when he aroſe from the Dead, the was in 
haſt to eaſe chem of that Burden of Grief, which 
he knew was very heavy upon them. The Ser- 
vans knew his Maſters mind, when he ſaid to them 
thar came to the Sepulchre, Go quiekly, and tell his 
Diſciples, that be is ri/en from the Dead. 

. 2.: He bare the burdens which are common to 
men. The Blind, and the Deaf, and the Lame 
were thole upon whom he beſtowed his Mira 
cles. He made all: his retinue Rtand'{ill' rill- he 
cured.the Poor blind Beggar. 

| He bare the burden of Jofirmities, rather Pity- 
ing than taking Offence at them4 knowing what 
the Frail State and Condition of Man is. He -did 
not calt_off his Diſciples for ſhewing a furious 
Spirit, in calling for Heaven to'conſume them that 
were not civil to him, but only rebuked them, ſay» 
ing, Ye know not what Spirit ye are of, Mat. 9.55. Nor 
did he reject his Diſciple becauſe of their weak 
| D Faith 
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Faich when they cryed, Maſter, ſave us, we Periſh,. 
One would think it ſhould have been a great 
Provocation to him, that his Diſcip'es were aſleep 
when he vrasin his agony, and that it ſhould have 
been an unpardonable offence ; but we find that 
he only blam'd them for ic : He ſaid, Could not ye 
' Watch with me one hour ? But he did nat ſay, From this 
hour 1 will be as regardleſs of 'you, as you have been of 
we. There are ſome who complain of bad Me- 
mories, but certainly there never were any more 
forgetful than the Diſciples were. They had for- 
ten almoſt” every thing which our_Saviour had: 
Bia rothem; Nay, they had forgotten that which 
was: of- the-greateſk moment to be remembred, 
namely his Reſurreion from the Dead. His 
Enemies remembred' it, and*therefore- made his. 
Sepulchre- ſure ; bur his Friends had*forgorten it ; 
and” yet-our- Saviour continued. his Love towards - 
them... All theſe inſtances are left to us for our ex- 
ample and imitation; 'that-we ſhould bear the in-- 
firmicies of 'our Brethren, and not make them the. 
occaſion of, ſo- much as, leſſening our Love to. 
them. 
4+ It is the- Lav of Chriſt! who ſtill bears our. 
burdens now: that -he is in-Heaven. He pities us; 
and he-prayes to-God” for us, and'fends his Holy . 
Spirit. iato our hearts to. comfort us, Becaufe. he. 
| knows 
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kngws by his own experience that our burdens 
are heavy. The Author of the Hebrews tells us, thar 
he took our Natures upon the Farth, that he might 
bear our Burdens in Heaven. Heb. 2. 17, 18. h 
all things it behoved him to be made like unto his Brethren, 
that he might be a. Merciful and Faithful High Prieft in 
things pertaining unto God, to make reconciliation for the 
fins of the People ; for in that be bimſelf bath ſufferel 
being Tempted, he is able to Succour them that are tempted. 
5. And laſtly. It is his Law who hath put it 
into the power and capacity of every manin the 
World to fulfil ir. Ir were a very hard caſe, ifthere 
were a work required which ſhould have a glos 
rious reward annexed to it, and yet there ſhould 
be ſome Chriſtians who ſhould be utterly uncapa- 
ble of doing it. He that hath not a hand to help his 
Brother,may have aheart to Sympathize with him: 
and he that can neither afford help kimſelf,nor pro» 
cure it from others, may pity and pray to God for 
him; and if he does ſo, the will is accepted for the 
deed, and he hath ſo born his Brothers burden, as 
tO — Law of Chriſt. 
t which remains, is tomake ſome Inferences 
by way of Application. 
[. I infer the excellency of our Religion, and 
what a great obligation there lies upon us to 
ſerye the Precepts of our Blefled Lerd. How dear 
- D 2 ſhould 
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 ſhould'he be tous, in thar hes harh given us flich a 
Law. We have no,burdens to bear, buc what our 
ſins have laid upon us, and yet our Saviour is not 
willing they ſhould be too heavy for us, bur re- 
' quires that we ſhould have help to bear them. The 
Law of Moſes required Statutes that were mt -good, 
Ezek. 20.25. Commands which, as [ ſhewed, were 
only to be obſerved in obedience ro Divine Au- 
thoricy : No man was the berter for them any 0+ 
therwife, than as he was ſatisfied that he had done 
that which he was commanded, . There was no in- 
trinſick good or exceHency in them. Bur che com- 
mands of our Blefſed Lord, are ſuch as in their 
own nature tend to the good of Mankind : They 
tend tothe eaſing of our grievances, and to the 
making of aur lives comfortable to us in this 
World, before we come'to the happiiels of the 
World to come. 

IL From what I haye (aid on this Subject, I 
would infer ſomewhat concerning the three States. 
This World, Heaven, and Hell. 

I. Concerning this World, I would infer theſe 
four things. 

1. They are exceedingly to blame, -who place 
any. Happineſs or- Contentment in- it. It is net a 
place of-pleaſure, but of pain ; nor of eaſe, but of 
toil and weatine(s. A place in which men; have 
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burdens to betr of their own, and of other n met 's 
ro0. | A place ih which men are fo loaded, that 
they-are in continual want'of help to bear their 
hehe We are weary Travellers that are a{- 
ways going on withour burdens, The reſt yemain- 
etb, tor another State. Every day hath its evils ,anf 
new. dayes produce new burdens, He that is wear 
today, knows not but he may have a heavier foad 
to morro:v. If-a mian expects reft or quier, he is 
often diſappointed, and hath cauſe to complain 
as Job did; When T looked for Good, then Evil came unto 
me ;- and when I waited for Light, 'eheve? came Datveſs. 
There is nothing more dangerous than for 4 man 
to think himſelf ſecure from danger. There are 
bleſſings for them thar bear burdens, 'and 4 wo to 
thens that are at eaſe; Nay, the lighter chat'a mans 
burdens, the greater io his danper: Thoſe thar are 
wot in trouble as other men, wal agued 4s others, are 
the men that are brought into defolation as in a moment, 
A: man in this World, is like a Ship upon "the 
Ocean ; If it hath no burden, it is in danper of, 
being loſt : There muſt be ballaſt if tive be no 
_ The nature of man is ſuch, that it his mind 
| be not ballaſted by ſgme 21Mition or other; he i is 
in w_ greateſt danger of miſcarrying, & being calt 
way. He thar at any time hath no burden of his 
own -had need to: bear © his Brothers burden, 
chat 
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that he may not be of too light a mind. We have 
lictle reaſon to ſet our minds -upon this World 
where ir is neceſſary we ſhould bear burdens. 
. 2+ Itbeſpeaksour,patience, and that we do not 
fret and vex our ſelves at every ceoſs that befals 
us. Some men are apt to be.in a rage upon every 
lictle occaſion, as if the world were appointed to 
be a .placeof eaſe andpleaſure ; whereas they axe 
much miſtaken; it is a place in which we muſt bear 
heavy burdens, both of our own and other mens, 
3. Since the World is ſuch a place for burdens, 
it concerns men. to live ſo that they may be al- 
ways willing to leave it, that they may be unload- 
ed. Whilſt we are in this World, we are both a 
trouble to our ſelves, and to others likewiſe that 
help us to bear our burdens. We arc often tired 
our ſelyes, and we are oft-times very tyreſon to 
others ; it concerns us therefore to order our buſts 
neſs, fo that we may go cheerfully-to that place 
where Job ſaith, The weary are at reſt, ch. 3. v. 17. 
- 4+ Since the world is ſuch a place for burdens, 
how fooliſh are they that live wicked and ungod- 
ly lives in it2 They have no caſe here, and 
ive as if they were reſolved to have none here 
-ter ; asif outward burdens, the croſſes and troubles 
of this life were not enough ; they load their 
fouls with inward burdens, which ase continually 
gauling 
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gauling: and-tormenting of them, That which is 
moſt common amongſt Sinners, is moſt unaccount- 
able ; they take pleature in nothing bur that which 
brings Pain, nothing pleaſech them bur that which 
proves an intollerable burden to them. They of- 
ten make grievous complaints of the burdens of 
this life, and-yet they prepare worſe burdens ta 
themſelves againſt they go out of it. 

IL From what I have faid, we may infer ſome» 
what-ofthe Happineſs: of Heaven, and that to a” 
double purpoſe. 

| 1. T oquickenonrdiligence for the obtaining of 
it. There are no Burdens, but everlaſting Reſt and' 
Pleaſure. All Grief and Sorrow is done away. - I 
thy preſence there is fulneſs of Joy, and at thy right hand 
are Pleaſures for evermore, No man hath a burderr of 
his own or of anothers, to bear in that State. There 
is Rejoycing With them-that Rejoyce ; but as for Weep» 
ing with' them that Weep, there is no occaſion' for it. 
Heaven doth .not know whar it+ is, for all Tears 
are.wiped away before the: entrance into ir, Inſtead 
of bearing one anothers burdens, there is joyning 
with - one another in eternal Praifes and Hallelujahs : * 
To God the Father who appointed us burdens in 
this World in order to our happineſs. m the next. 
Aflitions. work for 9, an- exceeding- weight of Gliry. 
We. {bould.. very hardly. find the way to 
Heas 
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Heaven if we were not loaded, They that are light 
and ateaſe, for the moſt part, go another way : 
To God the Son who. himſelf bear our burdens, 
and coinmands us to bear one anothers, till we 
come to that Man{in which he hath takenup for us 
in Heaven. To God the Holy Ghoſt who ſuppor- 
red us under our burdens, orelſe all the helpfrom 
men had been too lictle. Ir is God that Comforts 
thoſe that are caſt down, although he employes men 
as his Inſtruments, by whom he'conveighs come 
forts. There are no burdens in Heaven, unleſs a 
Maa could be weary of Perfe&tion and Happine(s. 
The Pleaſures there, are not like the Pleaſures on 
Earth, weariſome. and tireſome to them thatiare 
Lovers of them.. God intended theſe only, that nian 
- ſhould ule them for his Recreation, and then po on 
with his Burden, It men exceed in them they are 
very weariſome, and it js neceſſary they ſhould 
be ſo, becauſe they are very unſuirable to the Na- 
ture of Man, and tothe beſt and moſt noble part 
of him. If man had beenall Body and no Soul, ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures conld.not have been tireſotne to-him; 
but in regard he hath a.Spiritual part, there mult be 
Spiritual Pleaſures to refreſh his mind. On the ©- 
ther hand, becauſe man is Fleſh as well as Spirit, 
he is therefore apt to be weary of the long conti- 
nuance of that which is pleaſant to the mind : 
Religis 
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Religious Services. Bur in Heaven Pleaſures can 
be no burden, becauſe the Soul is ſeparated from 
this vile Body , and hath nothing to clog it. Cor- 
ruptible doth then pur on Incorruption, and Mors 
tal purs on Immortality, that there may be all 
pleaſure and no pain. I wil) rot farther enlarge upon 
this, Weare all bunglers when we come to give 
any account of that with our Lips, of which it hath 
not entred into our hearts to conceive, When we ſpeak 
of Heaven, it is not ſo neceſlary to give an account 
of the glory of it, as of the certainty of it, for 
whoſoever believes ſuch a State, believes the Glo- 
rious Things that are ſpoken of ir. I might therefore 
make uſe of one Argument from the Text, to 
prove, that there is a future State of Happineſs ; 
for if Good Men mult bear burdens of their own 
and of other Mens, certainly there is another State 
in which they ſhall be freed from them. We can 
not think, that the Children of God who are born 
again, and made like unto their Heavenly Father, 
are only born to bear burdens. 

2. It may make us patient in the bearing both 
our own and other Mens burdens. whilſt we are 
on this ſide Heaven. Our lives are very ſhort and 
incon(iderable, and at the end of them we lay 
down our burdens, and enter into the joy of ous 
Lord, who appointed us to bear them. In the mean 
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while if God ſends us help from Heaven to bear 
them, and requires we ſhould have help on earth, 
and will ſhortly wholly eale us of them ; we may 
well bear them with conſtant Patience, 

1. Imay infer ſomewhat concerning the Hel- 
liſh State, the place of Torments, where the Scrip- 
cure tells us,there is Weeping, and Waling, and gnaſhing 
of Teeth ; and likewile,that there are many that enter in 
there. If Good Men muſt expect to bear burdens 
ia this World, and they are ſometimes very grie- 
vous to! be born, what muſt bad men expett in 
that State ? Therethe burden is intollerable : Thoſe 
that are forced to bear it, or | may more properly 
ſay, have brought ic upon themſelves, would fain 
exchange it for that which is far lighter :-T he Rocks 
and Hills, Their burdens is the wrath of the Lamb, 
which is far more intollerable, Rev. 6. 16. Their 
burden is the guilt of a gnawing Conſcience, which 
1s as a thouſand Tormeators, as well as a Thouſand 
Witneſſes : A heavy load which lies upon the naked 
ſoul (tripped of all chole coverings, thoſe vain con- 
ceits with which Sinners ger ſome little eaſe to 
their guilty minds. 

And as their burdens are intollerable, ſo there is 
no help to bear them, (For-every Man muſt bear his 
gin burden, v. 5.) but every one rather adds to the 
weight of them. There is no- Solamen Miſeris by 
the 
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the number of thaſe that are in that State; The 
Glutton in the Parable deſired, that his Brethren 
might not come into the place of Torments.,, he had 
burden enough already. The more there are to 
weep and waile, the more doleful js that State. 
But I will not enlarge any further ypon this un- 
pleaſarit head, but only deſire that Sinners would 
ſeriouſly and timely conſider of ic, and that it may 
make them fo {erious, as not to deſpiſe thoſe re- 
proofs which I am to give from what I have faid 
on this Argument. There are three ſorts of Perſons 
which I can not but refle& upon. 

I. If every Chriſtian muſt bear his Brothers 
burden, they are very much to blame, who take 
no notice of what others bear. There are a great 
many in the World, who are ſo far from bearing 
their Brothers burthens, that they will not ſo 
much as ſee them or endure to hear of them. The 
do no more concern themſelves for the afflitions, 
and miſeries of others,than if they were alone in the 
World. They are like the Prieit and Levite riding by, 
and taking no notice of him that lies in miſery. 
Men are ſuch lovers of themſelves, that if any 
complain of their burdens, they eaſe them as the 
Chief Prieſts and Elders eas'd Judas of his burden : 
What's that to us, ſee thou to that. There are many 
in the World loaded with Sorrows, who may com- 
2  _ 
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plain wich the Þſalmiſt, Pſal. 1.42. 4. I looked on my 
right hand, and beheld, but there was no Man that would 
know me, refuge failed me ; no Man cared for my Soul. 
We may. ſometimes ſee that ſorrowful tight which 
Solomon ſaw, Eccle. 4. 1. I beheld the tears of ſuch as 
Were oppreſſed, and they had no —_— The 
World is tull of thoſe who are ſo far from weeping 
with them that. weep, that if they can be merr 

themſelves they care not who is ſad, like boſs 
whom we read of in the Propheſie of Amos 6. 6. 
who were for Feaſting, and Drinking, and Muſick, 
but not for bearing other mens burdens. They were 
wot grieved for the Aſfliftion of Joſeph. If it be the 
Law of Chrift, that men ſhould bear one anothers 
burdens, what will become of thoſe that take no 
notice of this Law, but only fulfil che Law of Co- 
vetoulneſs? When men are required to relieve the 
neceſlitous, their Language commonly is, 1 kww 
wot-what T may come to before T die. I wiſh they would 
as well conſider what they muſt come to after 
they die, when they ſhall appear before him 
who hath declared, that thoſe that do_not feed 
the Hungry, and Cloath the Naked, ſhall go into 
everlaſting Puniſhment. Thoſe that would not 
bear their Brothers burden in this World, ſhall 
have one of their own to bear in the World to 
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It. They are more to blame who are fo far from 
bearing one anothers burden; thatthey are offended 
at them that do. There are ſuchMonſters in the 
World. to whom it ts a burden to ſee other men ar 
eaſe. Nothing is ſo ſweet to them asto ſee others in 
bicterneſs. Solomon faith, Pro,17.5. He that mocketh 
the Poor, reproacheth his Maker ; and he that ts glad at 
( alamities ſhall not be unpuniſhed : where note, there 
are ſome men-who mock. at the Miſery, and are 
glad art the Calamities of other men. They are 
not ſo ready to rejoyce with them that rejoyce, as 
they are to rejoyce when they hear what cauſe 0- 
thers have to weep, There were ſuch in old time; 
and will be to the end of the World, When Ne- 
hemiah was to repair the Breaches, and make up the 
Walls of Jeruſalem, T here were two baſe men, Sans 
ballat and Tobiah, who were not able to endure the 
good he did. Neh. 4. vo. Tt grieved them exceeds 
ly, that there was come a man to ſeek the wellfare of the 
Children of Iſrael. The man came not to do them 
any hurt at all; but if he had, it may be: they 
would not have been more grieved than they were 


* atthe good which was done forothers. The P/almi/t 


likewiſe gives us an account of ſuch men (of which 
we have too many in the World) who cannot en- 
dure to do good themſelves, or that others ſhould, 


P/al. 112.v. 9. He ſpeaks of the Liberal Soul-of 
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a Good Man : He hath diſperſed, he bath given to the 
Poor. And at the next verſe, he tells us how 
wicked men are affected at it, The Wicked ſhall ſee 
it and be grieved, be ſhall gnaſh with his Teeth» and pine 
away. It kills fone men to lee others kept alive, 
and nothing angers them more, than to ſee others 

ſolicitous for their welfare and Subſiſtence. But 
ILL. And Laſtly, They are moſt of all to be 
reproved, I wiſh I could do it ſharply enough, 
who are ſo far from bearing other Mens burdens, 
that they are other Mens Burdens, They 
live inthe World, as if they came into it for no 
other purpoſe, but to ſend others grieved out of it. 
Sometimes men are loaded with the Burden of 
Calunmn'es,and Reproach,to their vaſt prejudice. 
One of the Bleſſings which Jobs Friends Promis 
ſed to him, <.+5. v.21, was, that he ſhould be 
hid from the Scourge of the Tongue, which is indeed 
a fearful Scourge. There are a great many in the 
World, who itthey can but Slander the JPn- 
nocent, and obtain Concealment, ir doth 
exceedingly pleaſe that of the Devil which doth 
mightily prevail in them. They have ſent their 
Brother a burden to make his Heart ake, and he 
muſt not know from whence it comes. We 
know that {landerers have a great advantage in that 
their reports run like wild-fre. . There are two 
SCr 1p- 


(3) 
Scriptures, Which if joyned together, give an ac- 
count of it, * Their Tongues are ſet on fire of 


* Th 
Hell, * and they go through the Earth. h_— 
There are others whoſeck to ruine their Neigh- 72 whoe 


bours by conteſts at Law, forcing them thereby to on fire of Hell. 
ſpend theimSubſtance, The Childrens bread is ca- 
ken away, and a bone of Contention ſent in the 
room of it, only to gratity implacable malice. 
Theſe Cales ate very hard, bur it is not hard to 
give a Reaſon of ſuch Actions. We muſt know, 
that there is Another Lab beſides the Law of 
Chriſt, There is a Pzince of this W90oz1d, as. 
well as a Prince of Peace. I he Scripture tells us, that 
the Devil hath Children as well as God, 
1 Jo.3-10. And as Gods Children are like their 
Father in being Merciful and Kind, ſo the Devils 
Children are like their Father in being Malicious 
and Cruel. But what will become of theſe Men ? 
The Mans condition who is ruin'd by another is 
very fad. But how'diſmal is his caſe who .hath 
ruin'd him ? Methinks I hear Gad (ay to himn;” as he 
did to Cain, What haſt thou dene? + the voice of thy 
Br ther,and of his whole Family crieth unto me. 1 hou 
{houldeſt have been his Comforter, and thou haſt 
been his Tormentor, Thou {hoald ſthave ſupport: 
ed him, and thou haſt ruin'd him. Thou ſhould & 
have born his burden, and thou haſt Byoke His 
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*  Bick; Tmay ſay rothis Man, as 'ris ſaid-in Job: 
Wat wilt thou do, when God riſeth &p? and When the; Vis 
teth, What wilt thou anſwer him? yy 
I'might, if tine had petmitted, have proceeded ro Exhort, and 
perſwade tothe practice of this Chriftian duty, &to have urg'd | 


many Motives, .& Arguments for it. I will metgion bug one, & 
ve- it is for S:ons ſake, ard for Feruſalems, that 1 caniot be ſilent, 
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| , exaQly co- concerning it. + Let-us bear the burdens of thoſe that have Dif- bo : 
R this Pa- ſented from us, but axe returned to-our Congregations.  L do 4 
"+ | =p bn not. mean, that we ſhould do any thing to proſtitute the Churches f 
*” Aitors will be cauſe> nor that we ſhonid-delgzuch our Confriences, by giving'the | 
je eeady IH lealt enco Errors, but that re: ſhauld j 
- tcl) which I pity their endeavour torectity their Maſtakes; | 
ry chk That they may-no more provoke Aythylity, e Chriſti 3 
. nds to be and iſtical, < 


iance-with the Cfrches Orders, and an 
We due efecution of Her Cenſures,” is cer- 
7 t& that ungodlineſs which hath a- 
ridgens haye abounded./ 1f, when- Authority 
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w miſtaken both concerning t! if j 
ple.of our h. I thought fit to conclude-with this, nat 
only becauſe it is ſeaſonable at rhis time» when mer of Good 


4 -Principles have done hurt to the Church Sy an inemperare 
+ Zeal; but becauſe it was the very occaſion of the words. The 
Y heat that was about Chriſtian Ii had almoſt conſumed 
F Chriſtian Love, and therefore the A for the reviving of 


it, and that there might be no diſturbance-in the 'Church of 
Galatia, doth here require, that the Pggple ſhould Bear one aro- 
thers Burdens, ths | 
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